Typical Day

On a typical day at WCCHS, a student arrives to school between 8:30 am and 9:00 am and goes to the Community Space, which is the meeting spot on campus.  *Studies have shown that high school age students do better later in the morning, so WCCHS starts closer to normal “work” hours instead of 7:00 am, the start time at typical schools. 

 
Before the first class, there may be a fundraiser ongoing selling coffee or donuts to raise money for improvements to the school.  WCCHS teaches and encourages its students to be active in creating the school of their dreams, in sharp contrast to many schools where students complain and wait for someone else to solve their problems. 

Once our typical student has had a chance to find his or her friends and see some smiling faces, our student hurries to make their way to Homeroom.  Homeroom starts promptly at 9:00 am and being late or being absent without excuse is one of the first rules in the student handbook.  The other students have determined the punishment for missing Homeroom and they don’t let anyone off the hook.  But it doesn’t matter; our typical student likes going to Homeroom because it gives every student something that expert after expert insists is crucial for all children, a chance to be heard.  During a daily activity, affectionately called “reality check”, the twenty students who share Homeroom, each get one minute to simply be heard.  After twenty minutes, the teacher makes announcements to the group pertaining to school activities and events, allows other students to make announcements and then takes a few minutes to focus on those students who need some “extra attention”.  Our typical student uses that time to organize his or her binder, finish a little homework and study for a test.  At 9:38 am, the class gathers together for a brief moment of silence to focus and relax.  At 9:40 am, the school day begins.

Our typical student spends about 4 hours every day in class.  Our student’s first class is Algebra II.  Our student has already checked and corrected their homework the previous day in the Community Space; students are handing in their homework and getting ready for the next lesson.  Today, the teacher leads a 30-minute discussion about the Law of Cosines.  After showing the students the potential of this trigonometric property the teacher challenges them to a new project: design and build a birdhouse made entirely out of triangles.  They have the remainder of class to work in teams to create their designs and then will be responsible to finish the project on their own.  Our typical student isn’t bothered by this.  As graduates of the Learning to Learn class, each student knows how to predict the time necessary for the project, schedule work times, and plan how to succeed. Our student leaves class with a 25 problem homework set and an interesting project to do.

Next, the typical WCCHS student has an hour of History where the class discusses the previous nights readings, some share segments of a written project they are working on, and then the teacher leads them in a simulation of life in 13th Century Europe.  This fits perfectly with our typical student’s writing assignment, “The Canterbury Tales”.  It’s no surprise as his History and English teacher are the same person and the courses are designed to build off of each other.  Tomorrow, he’ll have English and will have new information about the context of the novel.

It’s time for lunch, and our typical student moves to the Community Space where half of the students are eating lunch.  Again, a student-run fundraiser has provided food for anyone who wants to buy a hot burrito and support the Sports Program.  It is a long lunch and there is time for a peer-tutoring session in the community space.  Today, however, our typical student just catches up on some reading.

After lunch, our typical student has one hour of study time in the Community Space.  It’s a relief because our student has so much to do and needs that time to work on his math homework and do research for his English report.  Our student notices that another student is using one of the many computers for a frivolous purpose and confronts her and asks permission to use the computer for schoolwork.  The other student used to have a problem with this, but has been taught the values of cooperation and quickly gets off the computer so our typical student can work.

It’s 1:45 pm, and our student heads over to the Art Room to take a class in photography.  The Art Teacher teaches many different art classes, each according to the exacting standards of the school.  The student produces his latest photographic efforts and shares with others before the teacher gives out a test on the history of photography.  Every class has assessments.

Now it’s 2:45.  Most schools would be letting out, but our typical student is accustomed to the later day at WCCHS.  A longer day allows for more learning time, more structure, and more guidance.  Older students are leaving to take Community College classes and internships, but our student is off to a kick-boxing class.  WCCHS does not pretend to be a typical school.  Charter schools have more flexibility when it comes to designing physical education classes.  At WCCHS, many different teachers teach physical education classes according to their own abilities and interests.  So PE may mean Yoga for one teacher, track for another, and weight training for a third.  It’s another way in which students can see another side of their instructors and teachers can see another side of their students. Students are also eligible to participate in after school sports in lieu of PE and therefore have an additional period in the Community Space in which to study.

At 3:45, our student heads back to the Community Space for another hour of study.  There is a math tutorial going on, but our student wants to work on homework for tomorrow with a group of friends who all have scheduled Community Space time at the end of the day.  Our student has been summoned to serve on the Student Jury tomorrow to hear a case involving a student who broke someone’s ipod.  Students at WCCHS make the rules that govern the Community Space and enforce them themselves. While teachers supervise every process, the empowerment makes every student a stakeholder.

At 4:45, our typical student goes back to the same place where the day began—the homeroom.  The room is pretty messy after a day’s worth of learning, so everyone takes a few minutes to straighten up.  They circle up and begin to share appreciations of each other.  Originally, this was the hardest part of the day, but now the students are accustomed to it.  The teacher makes sure that everyone is heard and appreciated and then waits for announcements.  And so ends the day.
