WCCHS Course Description

A.  COVER PAGE

	1. Course Title

Modern World History
	9. Subject Area

 x   History/Social Science          

      English

      Mathematics                          

      Laboratory Science

      Language other than English

      Visual & Performing Arts (for 2003)

      College Prep Elective

	2. Transcript Title / Abbreviation

Mod World His
	

	3.  Transcript Course Code / Number
	

	4. School

West County Community High School
	

	5. District

West Contra Costa Unified School District
	

	6. City

Richmond
	10. Grade Level(s)

9-10

	7. School / District Web Site

www.peacekey.org
	11. Seeking “Honors” Distinction?

              Yes              x   No

	8. School Contact

Name:  Gary Einhorn
Title/Position:  Educational Director
Phone:       510-222-4310                         Ext.: 
Fax: 

E-mail: garyeinhorn@mac.com
	12. Unit Value

     0.5 (half year or semester equivalent)          

 x   1.0 (one year equivalent) 

      2.0 (two year equivalent)                          

      Other: _______________________________

	
	13. Date of School Board Approval



	14. Was this course previously approved by UC?              Yes        x   No          If so, year removed from list? ________      

      Under what course title? ____________________________________________________________________

	15. Is this course modeled after an UC-approved course from another school?             Yes         x   No  

      If so, which school(s)? 
     

	16. Pre-Requisites 

None

	17. Co-Requisites 

None

	18. Brief Course Description

This is a year-long course that examines modern world history through the lens of justice and economics, examining why the world is split into rich and poor; how capitalism became the dominant economic system in the world, and alternatives to capitalism; and how oppressed people have successfully resisted exploitation and domination during the last few centuries.  Students will apply their growing knowledge of world history to formulate an evidence-based opinion to the following essential question:  “What is the nature of a just and compassionate society, and what role does human choice-making play in creating a just and compassionate society?


B.  COURSE CONTENT

Please refer to instructions

	19. Course Goals and/or Major Student Outcomes 

a) Fill in standards language here


	20. Course Objectives 

a) Fill in standards language here


	21. Course Outline 

See attached.



	22. Texts & Supplemental Instructional Materials 

Must research and insert  texts here

	23. Key Assignments 

compose class bibliography; critical reading; media and art created using research

	24. Instructional Methods and/or Strategies 



	25. Assessment Methods and/or Tools 

Students graded on: class participation (20%), homework (20%) Essays (25%) Media (25%), Art (10%)


C. HONORS COURSES ONLY

Please refer to instructions

	26. Indicate how this honors course is different from the standard course. 


D.  OPTIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Please refer to instructions

	27. Context for Course (optional)



	28. History of Course Development (optional)


Semester 1

Understand past and compare present with the past

What is a great civilization?  How does a civilization sustain greatness?  How does a civilization fall?  What have we learned from great civilizations?

Who rules?  What makes a just fociety?  What form of government is best?  In this unie we will examine various philosophies about how society should be organized and governed.

Art and politics.  Is art a reflection of society, or does it influence society?  What can we learn about a society by looking at its art?  In this unit we will study history through representations of past events in visual art, film, music, and literature.  We will look at the colonization of the Americas through Mexican murals; resistance to colonization through son lyrics; the rise of the bourgeoisie through film.  In English, students will read the poetry of Pablo Neruda and the short stories of Juan Rulfo, Gabriel gArcia Marquz, and other Latin American writers.

The Conquest of Nature.  Was the industrial revolution a triumph or a tragedy?  How does globalization  effect our everyday lives?  In the first half of this unit, students will learn about the industrial revolution and its effects on society.  In the second half, we will learn about globalization through the case studey of food production.  As part of a major interdisciplinary project, students will make videos informing each other about various issues in industrial food prdocution and the activist movement working to support food that is good for people and the environment.

Semester 2

Study of Conquest, Slavery, Feudalism, Imperialism, Fascism, Globalization, Revolution

What happened to the Ancient civilizations?  Identify prejudice and bias.  Who defines power, powerlessness?  Is war justified?  How does fascism arise?  In this unit we look at the tensions in Europe leading to World War I, the rise of fascism in Germany, World War II, and the hOlocaust.  We will also examine more recent cases of genocide in Guatemala and Rwanda.  

Goals:

· compose class bibliography

· read critically
· improve literacy
· become proficient historic essay writers
· Produce media and art using research.
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