WCCHS Course Description

A.  COVER PAGE

	1. Course Title

US Government
	9. Subject Area

 x   History/Social Science          

      English

      Mathematics                          

      Laboratory Science

      Language other than English

      Visual & Performing Arts (for 2003)

      College Prep Elective

	2. Transcript Title / Abbreviation

Gov
	

	3.  Transcript Course Code / Number
	

	4. School

West County Community High School
	

	5. District

West Contra Costa Unified School District
	

	6. City

Richmond
	10. Grade Level(s)

10-12

	7. School / District Web Site

www.peacekey.org
	11. Seeking “Honors” Distinction?

              Yes                 No

	8. School Contact

Name:  Gary Einhorn
Title/Position:  Educational Director
Phone:       510-222-4310                         Ext.: 
Fax: 

E-mail: garyeinhorn@mac.com
	12. Unit Value

 x   0.5 (half year or semester equivalent)          

      1.0 (one year equivalent) 

      2.0 (two year equivalent)                          

      Other: _______________________________

	
	13. Date of School Board Approval



	14. Was this course previously approved by UC?              Yes        x   No          If so, year removed from list? ________      

      Under what course title? ____________________________________________________________________

	15. Is this course modeled after an UC-approved course from another school?          x  Yes             No  

      If so, which school(s)? 
     Alameda Community Learning Center  (formerly the Arthur Andersen Community Learning Center)

	16. Pre-Requisites 

None

	17. Co-Requisites 

None

	18. Brief Course Description

This is a one-semester course that examines the government of the United States since its founding to the present. 

Course will cover the structure of the government at federal, state, and local levels and the change in political ideologies over time. Students will also study specific major historical events in relations to the check-and-balance model and the process of citizenship involvement in the governing process.   Students will apply their growing knowledge of United States government to formulate an evidence-based opinion to the following essential question:  “How is social change accomplished within the United States government, and what can I do to use these structures to create a more just and compassionate society?”


B.  COURSE CONTENT

Please refer to instructions

	19. Course Goals and/or Major Student Outcomes 

a) Students will know what is a government and why the need for it.

b) Students will understand and analyze the structure of US government 

c) Students will demonstrate understanding of the of check-and-balance principal as they examine the US Constitution

d) Students will analyze the change in political ideology and the differences in ideology of various political parties.

e) Students will learn what democracy is, and how they are a part of the governing structure and process of democracy and how they as individuals can effect change.

f) Students will examine primary and secondary documents and differentiate them.



	20. Course Objectives 

a) Students will learn the difference between natural and civil rights (Social Studies 12.2)

b) Students will be able to define democracy and, explain how the check-and-balance principle helps keep it in tact by examining the different historical documents: Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, Bill of Rights, and Amendments. (Social Studies 12.1)

c) Students will analyze the structure and powers of the US Government (Social Studies 12.4, 12.5)

d) Students will understand the formation of political parties, their varying political ideologies, and apply this understanding to contemporary political issues (Social Studies 12.3, 12.9)

e) Students will identify individual's power/involvement in the democracy through judicial procedure, voting, inalienable rights (Social Studies 12.2, 12.10)

f) Students will understand and compare a democratic government with others e.g. communist, totalitarian… (Social Studies 12.3, 12.9)

g) Students will analyze the role media plays in government. (Social Studies 12.6, 12.8)



	21. Course Outline 

See attached.



	22. Texts & Supplemental Instructional Materials 

District approved US Government textbook -- American Government Institutions and Policies 6th Edition by James Q. Wilson and John J. DiIulio, Jr.

Periodicals: Time, NY Time, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, Newsweek, US News and World Report

Videos: age and subject appropriate

CD Rom

Primary sources: The Federalist, US Constitution, Declaration of Independence, etc.

US Government websites

	23. Key Assignments 

Students will research current issues and examine them from the laymen's point of view through interviews. Students will create a proposal to address their particular issue accordingly. The culminating event is a mock legislative hearing. Students will be assigned different roles and engage in a mock legislative session to introduce, debate, and discuss their proposals to seek ratification.

	24. Instructional Methods and/or Strategies 

Lectures, seminar discussions, debates, videos, guest speakers, project based, teamwork, field trips to local/state government agencies if funding is available, Internet research, CD-Rom encyclopedia, 

	25. Assessment Methods and/or Tools 

Students will take exams, research and write essays, discussions, project assignments, presentations, and debates.


C. HONORS COURSES ONLY

Please refer to instructions

	26. Indicate how this honors course is different from the standard course. 


D.  OPTIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Please refer to instructions

	27. Context for Course (optional)



	28. History of Course Development (optional)


Unit 1 (Week 1, 2, 3, 4)

I. What is a government

II. Different kinds of government  

i. Political systems

1. Monarchy

2. Oligarchy 

3. Democracy

4. Totalitarianism

ii. Economic systems

1. Communism 

2. Socialism

3. Capitalism

III. Democratic America

i. The Origins of American Government

1. English Influence

2. The Colonies and the Beginnings of Independence

3. Creating and ratifying the Constitution

ii. The Constitution

1. Basic Principles

2. Structure of the Constitution

3. The Amendment Process 

iii. Federalism 

1. Federalism and the Constitution

2. Federal and State Responsibilities

Unit 2 (Week 5, 6, 7, 8)

IV. Opinions, Interests, and Organizations 

i. Public Opinions

ii. Political Participation

1. Voting Rights and Eligibility

2. Factors influencing voting

iii. Political Parties

1. Party Systems and Party Roles

2. America's Two-Party system

3. Minor parties

iv. Elections and Campaigns

1. The Electoral Process and Elections

2. Campaigns

3. Campaign Financing

v. Interest Groups

1. Formation of Interest Groups

2. Types of Interest Groups

3. How Interest groups work

vi. The Media

Unit 3 (Week 9, 10, 11, 12)

V. Institutions of Government

i. Congress

1. Structure and Powers of Congress

2. Organization and Membership of Congress

3. How a Bill Becomes a Law

4. Controversial Issues

ii. The Presidency

1. The Office of the President

2. Presidential Selection and Succession

3. Presidential Powers and Leadership

iii. The Bureaucracy

1. The Federal Bureaucracy

2. Civil Service and the Power of the Bureaucracy

iv. The Judiciary

1. Foundations of the Judicial Systems

2. Organization of the Federal Courts

3. The Supreme Court

Unit 4 (Week 13, 14, 15)

VI. The Politics of Public Policy

i. The Policy-Making Process

ii. Economic Policy

iii. Social Welfare

iv. Civil Liberties

v. Civil Rights

vi. Foreign Policy

vii. Military Policy

viii. Environment Policy

VII. The Nature of American Democracy

i. Who Governs

ii. To What Ends?

VIII. Comparative Government

i. Comparative Political systems

ii. Comparative Economic systems

Unit 5 (Week 16, 17, 18)

IX. State and Local Government

i. State Government

1. Organization and structure

2. Policies and finances

ii. Local Government

1. Organization and structure

2. Policies and finances
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